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Barotrauma. Recent aircraft flight, discomfort on descent. 
Minor haemorrhage along the handle of the malleus. 
Managed with a temporary myringotomy (phenol LA).    ©  Bruce Black MD                                         

 
          



Barotrauma, Lt. drum. Ear blocked, full after diving episode. 
Recent haemorrhagic infiltration of the handle of the 

malleus. Dispersed without intervention.    ©  Bruce Black MD                                         

 
          



Recent bruising along the handle of the malleus and under 
the adjacent posterosuperior drum. Deafness and blockage 

after flight during an URTI.    ©  Bruce Black MD                                         

 
          



Marked haemorrhagic changes secondary to a recent 
parachute episode. 

   ©  Bruce Black MD                                         

 
          



Evident recent bleeding along the handle and posterior 
scutum. Diving without equalising. 
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Barotrauma after a 3/52 delay. Flight incident. Bleeding 
along the malleus has blackened with time. 
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Barotrauma during OME. The pre-existent serous effusion 
has become bloodstained. Considerable pain (child) during 

the flight and after. Managed with a vent tube with relief.    ©  Bruce Black MD                                         

 
          



Recent severe barotrauma secondary to diving during an 
URTI. Gross haemorrhagic effusion is present.  

Drained, .75 Collar Bobbin vent tube used to good effect.     ©  Bruce Black MD                                         

 
          



Recent severe barotrauma. Managed with a mini-tube 
insertion using topical phenol. Slight deafness and stuffy 

ear sensation 3/52, but good outcome.    ©  Bruce Black MD                                         

 
          



Very severe barotrauma after diving aircraft incident. 
Marked bruising and bloodstained effusion. Dizzy, deaf, 

tinnitus due to concurrent sensorineural deafness.     ©  Bruce Black MD                                         

 
          



Bloodstained effusion after plane flight in non-pressurised 
aircraft. Blocked, deaf, relieved by temporary tube insertion. 
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Severe barotrauma, deafness persisting 1/12 after onset. 
Blackish drum due to blood breakdown products in the 

middle ear effusion. Relief from a tube insertion.    ©  Bruce Black MD                                         
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